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11 Terms and definitions

Biomass = Weight of living organisms. In this context: the weight of flesh (usually
per square meter) of animals or a species in an area.

Black box = Automatic recording system based on satellite positioning.

Carrying capacity = The maximum biomass which a particular species on a particular
surface area can achieve in the given circumstances.

Closed areas = policy designation for areas permanently closed to fisheries which
affect the seabed under the Sea and Coastal Fisheries Policy Document.

Cockle bed = The definition of a cockle bed is based on a number usually in excess
of around 50 cockles per square meter, at a particular location.

Ecological food requirement = The quantity of food which must be available within
the ecosystem per bird at the start of the winter, so that the bird can provide for its
physiological need for food.

Eutrophication = enrichment of water with nutrients, particularly by the addition of
phosphates and nitrates to the ecosystem.

Fishing plans = Plans drawn up by the fisheries sector establishing the rules for
fisheries in a given year. The plans are binding on all participating fishermen.

Flesh weight = Weight of the flesh present in a shellfish, as opposed to fresh weight
which includes the shell and trapped sea water.

Food reservation = The reservation of a quantity of shellfish which must be left in
place for wintering shellfish eaters without the birds suffering clear food stress.

Fresh weight = Total live weight of animals. In shellfish this usually means including
the shell and the sea water trapped in the shell. Synonymous with net fresh weight,
when associated silt, shell fragments, dead shells and other debris are excluded.

Increased mortality risk among eider ducks = If in any winter more than 12 dead
birds per 10 kilometres are washed up on the shore due to lack of food, then there is
an increased mortality risk.

Gross fresh weight = Total live weight of animals, including the shell and the sea
water trapped inside the shell, and also including silt and dead shell material

Half-grown mussels = Mussels between one and two years old.
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Littoral = Generally: ‘belonging to the coast’. In this context: flats in the Wadden Sea
and Oosterschelde which are under water at high tide and uncovered at low tide.

Mineralization = The release of nutrients as a result of biological decomposition.

Mussel bed = A mussel bed is a benthic community dominated by blue mussels and
consists of a spatially well defined, irregular collection of more or less protruding
smaller clumps of mussels, separated by open spaces.

Net fresh weight = Total live weight of animals, including the shell and the sea water
trapped inside the shell, but excluding silt and dead shell material (see also gross fresh
weight).

Nutrients = nutritious substances. In this context the term is applied more precisely
to inorganic nutrients.

Open areas = Policy designation for areas not permanently closed to fisheries under
the Sea and Coastal Fisheries Policy Document.

Physiological food requirement = The quantity of food which a bird must consume
during a given period in order to remain in good condition. In this report the period
in question is the winter.

Predation / predators = there is predation if an animal or organism catches and eats
a number of individuals of another species. (Natural preying of one animal on
others).

Reference numbers = The average numbers of birds present according to counts in
the Wadden Sea in the years 1980-1990 and in the Oosterschelde in the years 1987-
1990. Policy aims to bring the population (back) up to these numbers. Hence the
term target numbers is also used.

Regime shift. Sudden change in the marine ecosystem, characterised by a break in the
trend of species composition and numbers per species.

Seed mussels = Mussels up to a year old.

Shellfish eaters = Birds, the majority of whose diet is made up of bivalve molluscs.

Spat fall = Settlement of shellfish larvae from the water on the sea bed.

Sublittoral = Area of the tidal waters which is permanently under water.


